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A clearly pleased & surprised Silvio Favero (right) accepts the Lifetime 
Achievement Award from AUSVEG Chairman Geoff Moar (middle).

The Vegetable Growers Association of Victoria congratulates Silvio 
Favero on being presented with a Lifetime Achievement Award at 

the 2014 AUSVEG National Awards for Excellence Dinner in Cairns.  
This well-deserved award recognises Mr Favero’s past and present 

Industry recognition of lifetime 
achievement – Mr Silvio Favero

involvement in the vegetable industry, both on a state and national level.  
Mr Favero served for many years as an AUSVEG Board Member and 

Chairman and is a Past President and Life Member of the Vegetable 
Growers Association of Victoria. 

The Annual General Meeting of the Vegetable Growers Association 
of Victoria Inc. will be held in the Bridge Room, Crowne Plaza 

Hotel, Spencer Street, Melbourne, on:

Friday 10 October 2014
Registration from 4.00pm        

Meeting commences at 4.30pm
 

The AGM will be open only to Members and their Partners.
 

An open invitation is extended to join Members for pre-dinner 
presentations and drinks which will commence at 6.00pm followed by 

a Dinner at 7.00pm.

For further information please ring Helena Whitman 0407 772 299

NOTICE TO GROWER MEMBERS OF VGA VIC 
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Most growers are either second to �fth-
generation growers who are smart, skilful, 
energetic, passionate, dedicated, innovative 
and forward-thinking, and, most importantly, 
willing to change their thinking on how to 
continually evolve their business plan and 
growing varieties for the future that meet 
marketing trends to suit the demands of 
consumers.

Competitiveness to take on challenges and 
to be forward-thinking and aggressive in work 
seems to be bred into a vegetable grower’s 
DNA. Vegetable growing will continue being 
intensely productive into the future. As 
growers, with our pride and knowledge, we 
will make it happen. Good luck to all.

Importantly, to survive as an industry, 
we have to focus on making the food pie 
bigger, and not just settle for a larger slice of 
a shrinking pie. That means we have to get 
the message out to consumers about what a 
great product we have. 

The value of fresh vegetables in their 
daily diet means a longer, healthier, happier 
and smarter life. Our aim should be to get 
each person in Victoria to eat just one more 
vegetable each day. It’s in our interest for our 
future to make this happen. Victoria has a 
population of �ve million; this by one serve 
of veg a day equals �ve million extra serves, 
every day. Think about that! But do more 
than that – let’s make it happen. It’s all in our 
hands.

What’s been happening?

Congratulations to AUSVEG on a fantastic 
networking conference held in Cairns in late 
June. There was a large number of Victorian 
growers there, which was great to see. 

Special congratulations go to Silvio 
Favero for his Lifetime Achievement Award, 

Hello Everyone, 

“Is there a future in this industry?” That 
seems to be my most-received question. 
Where are we headed? High input costs, 
regulations at the Federal, State and council 
levels, changing trends from consumers, 
more competition from the fast food industry, 
a shrinking share of the food market pie – 
these are the obvious facts regarding our 
industry.

So can we as growers survive into the 
future, whether we run a small family 
farm or operate larger or corporate farms? 
Sometimes, you just have to step back and 
look into the past to see what happened then 
and what’s happening now, then apply some 
thinking time to come up with the correct 
answer. Like most things on the land, or in 
puzzles, the answer is staring you right in 
your face.

“Can vegetable growers survive?”

The reasoning is simple: past plus present 
equals future. 

Vegetable Growers’ 
Association of Victoria Inc.
Executive Manager Helena Whitman
Ph: 03 9687 4707 Fax: 03 9687 4723
M: 0407 772 299 E: helena.w@vgavic.org.au
Mail Box 111, Melbourne Markets
542 Footscray Road, West Melbourne, Vic, 3003
Website: www.VegetablesVictoria.com.au

DISCLAIMER: The purpose of Vegetables Victoria is 
to communicate to the Victorian vegetable industry a 
sample of the activities that are being carried out in 
the state in relation to the VGA Vic. and the National 
Vegetable Levy. The information provided should not be 
interpreted as advice or a recommendation of any kind. 
VGA Vic. and its of�cers disclaim all liability for any 
error, loss or other consequence which may arise from 
relying on any information in this publication. 

Vegetables Victoria is written and published 
for the Vegetable Growers’ Association of Victoria Inc 
(ABN 80 851 723 010).

Production managed by AUSVEG 
Ph: (03) 9882 0277
Website: www.ausveg.com.au

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

presented by AUSVEG Chairman Geoff Moar. 
Congratulations also to Ian Muir from EE Muir 
& Sons for his Industry Leader Award, and 
congratulations to all other nominees and 
winners of each category.

After an 18-month delay on the sorting 
of issues regarding the Trading Floor at the 
Epping Market, the ballot for the stands 
was �nally held on Friday 8 August, with 
standholders getting their allocation of a 
stand or stands. Remember that each stand 
holder only got 65-70% of the total area that 
we currently have at the Footscray Road site 
– but we are still told by this Government that 
this is a state-of-the-art market. Whatever!

The next issue to be working on at Epping is 
the truck parking bay areas – where and how, 
and how many available spots to allocate to 
growers’ vehicles.

Market hours for Epping are also on 
the agenda, about which we have had 
discussions with the MMA consultants. This 
will be ongoing.

Lastly, to all fellow growers: save the date for 
Friday 10 October, as it is the Annual General 
Meeting of the Vegetable Growers Association. 
I hope you can all attend, as there will be 
some important issues to discuss about our 
future. Be there to have your say.

Sincerely,

David Wallace

   President
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Carolyn Thomas & Rob Nave at the FPSC Seminar.

is funded with voluntary and in-kind contributions from industry, the 
University and PMA A-NZ. 

Subscribe to the e-newsletter or visit freshproducesafety-anz.com 

FRESH PRODUCE SAFETY CENTRE 
(AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND)

The Fresh Produce Safety Centre (FPSC) is a new industry-led not-for-
pro�t company established to enhance fresh produce safety across 

Australia and New Zealand through research, outreach and education.
The FPSC works with companies and organisations involved in 

fresh produce to provide focused, science-based research outcomes 
that underpin regulation and effective implementation of food safety 
programs.

Why do we need the Fresh Produce Safety Centre?

For Quality Assurance systems to be most effective, we need the most 
up-to-date and relevant research into Australasian fresh produce 
safety issues. We also need to assist all members of the value chain 
– from growers to retailers – to incorporate the latest fresh produce 
safety research outcomes into their quality systems, to turn R&D into 
innovation and best practice.

In Australia there is no body focusing speci�cally on fresh produce 
safety research. The FPSC addresses the need for a dedicated, 
coordinated centre focused speci�cally on fresh produce safety 
research, outreach and education for Australia and New Zealand.

The core of the FPSC’s role is to manage calls for research and ensure 
industry can, and does, take up research �ndings.

The Centre is funded and led by the fresh produce industries in 
Australia and New Zealand. It has been established by the Produce 
Marketing Association Australia-New Zealand (PMA A-NZ) in 
partnership with the University of Sydney through a HAL project, and 

Throughout the year farmers are faced with outbreaks of pests and 
diseases on crops – but even with crops under threat, it is essential 

to use agricultural chemical products for their registered purposes only, 
operating strictly in line with label instructions. 

Farmers and other agricultural chemical users now have access 
to CropLife Australia’s new and updated Resistance Management 
Strategies for fungicides, herbicides and insecticides.

These strategies help farmers delay and prevent development of 
resistant pests, weeds and diseases that can harm productivity and 
natural ecosystems. Best practice farm management is crucially 
important, as proper chemical use ensures farmers manage resistance, 
protect pollinators and get best value for money.

“Access to the most up-to-date and accurate advice on how to use 
crop protection products safely, responsibly and sustainably is crucial 
for farmers and other agricultural chemical users,” said Matthew 
Cossey, Chief Executive Of�cer of CropLife Australia. 

The Resistance Management Strategies are developed each year by 
review committees composed of members with expert knowledge of 

Throughout the year farmers are faced with outbreaks of pests and 

STRATEGIES FOR THE SUSTAINABLE USE OF AGCHEM 
PRODUCTS PROVIDE CRUCIAL ADVICE

protection products.
“Pests, weeds and insects are a constant threat to our nation’s food, 

feed and �bre production. Strategies such as those released today 
equip farmers with methods to ensure they maintain the effectiveness of 
crucial crop protection tools. The purpose of these strategies is to foster 
the responsible, sustainable use of crop protection products, thereby 
extending the life of these vital farming tools,” concluded Mr Cossey.

The 2014 Resistance Management Strategies are available on the 
CropLife Australia website: www.croplifeaustralia.org.au
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None of this would be possible without the help of well-
trained farm workers and skilled machine operators.

Can you tell us a little about Favero Gardens?

Favero Gardens have been growing vegetables at Cranbourne for over 
25 years. My late brother John and I expanded our operations, buying 
more land on Thompson Road. I have stepped back from day-to day 
decision making and our sons Allan, David and Glenn now operate 
Favero Gardens. Our main crops are celery, parsnips, broccoli, lettuce, 
cos and Brussels sprouts.

Of the many changes you have seen in the vegetable 
industry, which ones stand out and what remains much 
the same?

The vegetable industry has seen enormous changes in the number and 
size of farm operations. The best of the changes would include �eld 
harvest aids, new vegetable varieties, pest and disease management 
and post-harvest cooling, which have greatly improved product quality 
and shelf-life. 

Successful vegetable farms have increased in size but remain family-
owned and operated businesses.  I believe that only owner-operated 
businesses have the dedication and drive to succeed. Of course, none 
of this would be possible without the help of well-trained farm workers 
and skilled machine operators.

Can you tell us about your role in establishing the 
National Vegetable R&D Levy? 

As Chairman of AUSVEG in the late 1990s, I was heavily involved in 
the introduction of the National Vegetable R&D Levy, along with the 
late Brian Newman, who was the Executive Of�cer of AUSVEG. Brian 
organised grower meetings with each state vegetable organisation – we 
sought and received their support. The R&D levy was legislated by the 
then Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, Senator Judith 
Troeth.  It seems straight-forward now, but it was a very busy time, as I 
was also doing my term as President of VGA Victoria.

Twenty years on, have the predicted bene�ts of the 
R&D Levy been realised?

The R&D has generated many bene�ts, particularly better control of the 
pests and diseases that affect a wide range of vegetable crops across 
Australia.  In some cases, pest and disease management is so effective 
it may well contribute to our oversupply problems! Many growers 
have also bene�ted from the recent R&D projects that help us better 
understand vegetable marketing and consumer trends.

Over 20 years of R&D projects have greatly improved growers’ 
understanding and ability to respond successfully to changes in the 
market.

What is the greatest challenge remaining for future 
growers?

Perhaps our greatest challenge is to better manage supply given our 
unpredictable weather conditions.  For example, the recent prolonged 
cold spell has slowed crop growth along the entire east coast, reducing 
supply and driving prices up. In spring we can expect a glut of produce 
and far lower prices. Extreme weather like droughts, �oods and storms 
often lead to crop failures and high prices. If we had advance knowledge 
of such exceptional weather patterns, we might be better able to 
match supply with demand. At the end of the day, supply and demand 
determines grower returns.

Q&A WITH 
SILVIO FAVERO



5.THE JOURNAL OF THE VEGETABLE GROWERS’ ASSOCIATION OF VICTORIA (INC)

Issue 57, September 2014

Which Agricultural Chemical User 
Permit (ACUP) do you need?

        We need to know our cost of 
production much better; if not, we 
become price takers.
- Silvio Favero

As growers we also need to understand our costs of production up to the 
farm gate. We unfortunately cannot pass on the rising costs of electricity, 
fuel, fertiliser or Quality Assurance audits, which are all becoming more 
costly to growers. We need to know our cost of production much better; 
if not, we become price takers.

Over many years, central supply and demand markets in each state 
have been the price-setters for our fruit and vegetable products and 
important distribution centres for our supermarkets and independent 

An Agricultural Chemical User Permit (ACUP) is a 10-year permit 
issued by the Victorian Department of Environment and Primary 

Industries (DEPI) to appropriately trained chemical users which 
authorises the purchase of ‘restricted supply’ chemicals and use of 
‘restricted use’ chemicals (i.e. higher-risk chemicals) in Victoria.

Standard ACUP

Many fumigants are either Schedule 7 Poisons (Dangerous Poisons) 
or contain metham sodium, which classi�es them as ‘restricted use’ 
chemicals in Victoria. Only authorised people can use these chemicals, 
because they pose a higher risk of adversely affecting human health, the 
environment and trade if not used correctly.

DEPI authorises the use of these chemicals in Victoria. To use a 
‘restricted use’ chemical, the user must hold a Standard ACUP, unless 
they are working under the direct supervision of an ACUP holder or as a 
spray contractor.

Completion of an approved training course in the safe and effective 
use of agricultural chemicals is a prerequisite for obtaining a Standard 
ACUP.

        At the end of the day, supply and 
demand determines grower returns.

- Silvio Favero

Fumigant ACUP

A Fumigant ACUP is required by people who use gaseous (liquid 
or compressed gas) formulations of methyl bromide, chloropicrin or 
phosphine for fumigation.  To obtain this ACUP endorsement, the 
person must have successfully completed the Conduct Fumigation unit 
from the Property Services training package.

It is important to note that a Fumigant ACUP is not required to use 
non-gaseous fumigant formulations, such as phosphine tablets, blankets 
or chains – these are Schedule 7 Poisons and only require a Standard 
ACUP.

Multiple endorsement options

If you need both of these ACUP endorsements, a single permit can 
be issued, providing that the person has successfully completed the 
training required for each endorsement.

Despite there being some fumigants that can be used without an 
ACUP, DEPI still recommends that users undertake appropriate training 
to ensure these chemicals are used safely and appropriately.

greengrocers. Competitive central markets are essential to setting the 
“true value” for fresh produce rather than a �xed contract price for the 
lowest tender.

Growers also need to be united together for the future of our industry. 
We need more grower representation on state and national committees. 
AUSVEG has continued to grow over the past 20 years to become the 
in�uential peak body representing Australian vegetable growers – we 
now have a very strong national voice for the vegetable industry.

Congratulations, Silvio!                  
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From WA Grower Magazine

Crop water use is one of the key drivers of effective irrigation 
scheduling.  It is determined by environmental and plant factors – 

environmental factors are related to climate and weather, while plant 
factors relate to the type of crop, its stage of growth and vigour.

Temperature, wind speed, solar radiation and relative humidity 
determine the amount of water required for productive plant growth.  
These can be measured directly using an evaporation pan (Epan) or 
calculated as evapotranspiration (ET) from a weather station.

Crop water requirements

As plants grow larger, produce more leaf area, start producing crop 
or approach maturity, the proportion of Epan or ET that needs to be 
replaced by irrigation changes.

Crop factors (CF) and crop coef�cients (Kc) are split into periods of 
growth that relate to key stages in the plant’s development. Descriptions 
may detail the development stage or may reference a generic stage or 
phase of growth when water requirements change.  CF and Kc are only 
a guide to crop water demand, and are not de�nitive – some form of 
crop or soil moisture monitoring is always recommended to ensure plant 
water demands are met for each farm situation.

Most CF and Kc are developed for maximum potential yield. Where 
a speci�c size or quality of product is required, or an area is subject 
to high disease pressure, generic crop factors may miscalculate water 
requirements. Soil moisture monitoring can assist in these situations.

Using evaporation to calculate crop water use

Crop water use can be determined by physically measuring water 
evaporating from a Class A pan, or it can be calculated from weather 

Are you measuring crop 
water use effectively?

data and crop stage (which is less time-consuming). 
Using evaporation data from a Class A pan, the crop water use for a 

carrot crop in growth stage one for a 24-hour period where there has 
been 10mm of evaporation is calculated as follows: Carrot crop water 
use = 10 x 0.8 (carrot crop factor), which equals 8mm over the 24 hour 
period.  This means 8mm needs to be replaced by irrigation.

This method is effective, but the base information is not directly 
related to plant water use. Generally, the use of Class A pans for crop 
water use is being replaced by evapotranspiration and crop coef�cients.

Using evapotranspiration to calculate crop water use

Another widely used method of calculating crop water use is the 
Penman-Monteith method, based on the water use of a reference 
surface (referred to as ETo). This method also uses weather data 
measurements, but calculates actual crop water use: the reference crop 
water use is multiplied by Kc to adjust water use to that of the speci�ed 
crop. 

For example, the crop water use for a carrot crop for a 24-hour period 
where there has been 8mm of reference crop evapotranspiration (ETo) 
would be calculated by the following method: Carrot crop water use = 
8 x 1.05 (carrot Kc), which equals 8.4mm over a 24-hour period. This 
means 8.4mm needs to be replaced with irrigation.

Using crop water use to schedule irrigation is a much more sensitive 
method of managing irrigation and reducing crop stress, while using 
evapotranspiration to determine crop water use is a newer and more 
widely accepted method.  Any of these methods of scheduling based 
on crop water use need to be checked by monitoring the soil moisture 
status of the root zone and adjusting the crop coef�cient to consider 
local conditions.
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University of Sydney robotics expert Professor Salah Sukkarieh has 
been awarded Researcher of the Year by the Australian vegetable 

industry’s peak body, AUSVEG, for his work on farm robots – in 
particular, “Ladybird”.
 Ladybird was designed and built speci�cally for the vegetable industry, 
aiming to create a ground robot with supporting intelligent software and 
the capability to conduct mapping, farm surveillance and detection and 
classi�cation of a variety of vegetables.

 Professor Sukkarieh, who leads a research team dedicated to the 
advancement of agricultural robotics, says his group aims to rede�ne 
key areas of �eld robotics such as sensory technology, materials 
development and complex autonomous mechanisms.

 He says on-farm automation is poised to play a decisive role in 
minimising input and maximising output of future agriculture, and can 
increase ef�ciency and yield by having many manual farming tasks 
performed by robotic devices.

 “Ladybird focuses on broad acre agriculture and is solar-electric 
powered. It has an array of sensors for detecting vegetable growth and 
pest species, either plant or animal,” said Professor Sukkarieh.

 “She also has a robotic arm for the purpose of removing weeds, 
as well as the potential for autonomous harvesting,” says Professor 
Sukkarieh.

 “The robot was able to drive fully autonomously up and down rows, 
and from one row to the next, while gathering sensor data. Sensors 
include lasers, cameras and hyper spectral cameras.

“Part of our research program is to �nd new ways to provide valuable 

Ladybird developer awarded 
Researcher of the Year 

information to growers about the state of their paddocks.”
 Future testing of the Ladybird will include a manipulator arm located 

under the vehicle that has potential for spot sensing or sampling with a 
view towards automated harvesting.

	

WFI	is	a	proud	alliance	partner	of	the	Vegetable	Growers	Association	Victoria	(VGA).	Like	the	VGA,	we	have	a	very	broad	reach	across	
the	state	with	over	35	Area	Managers	located	throughout	Victoria.	Unlike	a	number	of	our	competitors,	we	prefer	to	deal	direct	with	our	
clients	face	to	face.	When	you	deal	with	WFI,	you	deal	with	a	person,	not	just	a	voice	on	the	other	end	of	the	telephone.

Why not call us for a quote?
To	find	out	more	about	WFI’s	products,	request	a	quote,	or	to	contact	your	local	Area	Manager,	
simply	visit	our	website	at	wfi.com.au or	call	1300 934 934.

To	see	if	our	products	are	right	for	you,	always	consider	the	PDS	from	the	product	issuer,	WFI	(ABN	24	000	036	279	AFSL	241461).	If	you	take	out	a	policy	with	WFI,	
VGA	receives	a	commission	from	WFI	of	between	5%	and	7.5%	of	the	value	of	the	premium	payment	(excluding	taxes	and	charges).

WFI, proud alliance partner of 
VGA Victoria.

The Ladybird Robot operating in a Cowra Beetroot �eld.
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In taking up my role as Executive Manager, 
my �rst observation has been the huge 

workload that our President David Wallace 
has had in �ghting for growers’ rights with 
the relocation of the Market to Epping. I 
am sure that no-one realises the immense 
pressure this has entailed, or the number 
of phone calls and meetings that David 
has attended in his �ght for stand-holders 
while still continuing to maintain his own 
business.  

With the assistance of Luis Gazzola, 
Alec Berias, David Kelly, and Vince Doria, he has tried to get the best 
possible outcome for growers. No matter the outcome, David should be 
congratulated and applauded for his personal effort.

VGA Vic has been addressing a number of issues on behalf of 
Victorian growers. There have been many reviews and requests for 
comment on topics including the Horticulture Code of Conduct, illegal 
workers and contractors, high prices of vegetables, biosecurity issues 
and chemical harmonisation. 

 Representatives of the Association have also attended and reported 
on many meetings and assisted with numerous requests from 
researchers, all in an effort to enable you to do what you do best: grow 
vegetables. 

VGA Vic will be holding its Annual General Meeting on 10 October 
at the Crowne Plaza.  I would ask all members to show their support 
of David and the Executive by attending the meeting and dinner – the 

Association depends on its members and associate members to be able 
to continue to represent them. 

The Association will be conducting a review into its future structure 
and how to best meet its members’ needs. As such, a consultant will be 
calling growers to seek their views and what they would like to see the 
Association doing. Please take the time to speak with the consultant so 
that VGA Vic can best serve its members and we can be united, with 
one voice.

VGA Vic. proudly recognises our industry supporters:

Remember VGA Vic is YOUR voice of the Victorian vegetable industry and 
needs your support.

Should you require more information about vegetable industry services 
available to you, please contact Executive Manager, Helena Whitman.

Helena Whitman, Executive Manager:
Mobile: 0407 772 299 
Email: helena.w@vgavic.org.au

Tony Imeson, Secretary. 
Mobile: 0414 458 561
Email: tony.i@vgavic.org.au

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S CORNER


