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Ten Victorian growers, aged 18 to 30, participated in a whirlwind four-day study tour of Western 
Australia in August, visiting farms north of Perth, and Carnarvon. The tour, supported by funding 
from the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry’s ‘Australia’s Farming Future’ program, 
aimed to provide this younger generation of growers with valuable information on alternative 
irrigation systems, as well as other farming innovations, writes Helena Whitman - IDO West.

Jointly funded by the VGA, DPI Victoria and Horticulture Australia Limited

The growers participating in the study tour came from across Victoria 
- from Bacchus Marsh to Lindenow - and represented conventional, 
organic and hydroponic growing systems. 
 The participants in the group, who were unknown to each other 
before the tour, all said that the close bond formed over the four days 
was a real highlight of the trip. 
 Growers involved in the tour included: Philip Cochrane, Daniel 
Fragapane, Joseph Ruffo Jnr, Guriner Singh, Frank Ruffo, Joseph 
Ruffo, Vo Vu, Kane Busch, Andrew Bulmer and Travis Talbot. 
 “We hope to keep in touch with each other and form a young 
growers’ network that can meet up occasionally to discuss issues,” 
said Daniel Fragapane, a participant of the study tour. 

Following an early morning flight, the first farm visited by the group 
was Farmland Greens. Established in July 2000, this family-based 
company has grown into a major player in the West Australian health 
food sector. Initially limited to snow pea and sunflower shoots, its range 
now includes a full selection of the most popular sprouts and shoots. 
Being a high risk product, the sprouts are grown and packed under 
stringent quality and food safety control conditions.
 During the group’s visit to Farmland Green, participants were 
informed about the strict control and maintenance of temperature 
and humidity that’s required to ensure a uniform, quality crop. The 

Lettuce Company grows and packs fresh gourmet salad vegetables and is 
one of the great horticulture success stories of the Gingin region.
 Reversing what is often a customary practice in the horticulture industry, 
Maureen and Barry Dobra, along with their son Kevin, inherited the 
company from Barry and Maureen’s daughters Deanne and Simone. 
And so, what started as a sideline project to meet a client’s request for 
tiny leaves, The Loose Leaf Lettuce Company has since developed into 
a thriving business, providing valuable employment for local people and 
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More coverage of the WA grower tour on page 4

       The participants in the group, who were 
unknown to each other before the tour, all said that 
the close bond formed over the four days was a real 
highlight of the trip. 

group was interested to learn that while sprout and shoot crops had few 
input costs, and all growing containers were sterilised and reused, it was 
nonetheless a labour intensive business at all stages of production, so 
growers needed to be aware of the high labour and electricity costs that 
were associated with this kind of horticulture. 
 The study tour’s next port of call was The Loose Leaf Lettuce Company 
for an informative session with owner Maureen Dobra. Nestled in the 
Lennard Valley, approximately 80 km’s north of Perth, The Loose Leaf 
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President’s report
wholesalers to our customers, the buyers in 
retail and provedoring. The actual costs to 
operate a business at Epping are unresolved. 

This will continue to haunt our industry into 
the future. The Federal Government must 
abandon this tax on all Australians. I repeat 
from my last report that the industry must 
stand firm against the introduction of a 
carbon tax!

Our fourth Social Golf Day at Lang Lang 
was a great success and, for a change, with 
fantastic weather. The day is a social fun day 
and a special thank you for the support from 
industry associates, which was exceptional. 
Without this support the annual golf day 
would not be possible. 
 VGA Life Member Jack Walker, who is 
a member at Lang Lang Golf Club, once 
again provided tireless support to ensure 
a successful day. I would personally like to 
thank all the ladies who assisted throughout 
the day, making sure that the record number 
of golfers received lunch. Last but not least, 
the tremendous contribution from Peter and 
Craig in registering, checking score cards and 
declaring the winners of the day.

Helena and Slobodan are providing a good 
contact service to all vegetable growers 
across Victoria. Recent short study tours for 
growers have been organised and completed. 
 The first was to WA to investigate irrigation 
methods, followed by visits to the USA and 
Italy to assess a range of lettuce harvesting 
methods and equipment.
 I would ask that you afford the IDOs some 
of your valuable time at the farm and let them 
know of any industry issues.

I welcome Rod Hall, who joins the VGA in 
a part-time role to improve grower services. 
Rod will be encouraging more grower 
involvement with VGA Vic and updating our 
database and services to growers. The 2011-

2012 membership year commenced from 1 
July and all vegetable growers are urged to 
support their industry association.

At its monthly meetings, the Executive 
Committee has covered a range of industry 
issues and, as President, I have attended 
numerous meetings with our Executive 
Officer to represent Victorian vegetable 
growers. There are many issues that affect 
the vegetable industry such as the carbon tax, 
market relocation, food safety, water, imports, 
biosecurity, food labelling and country of 
origin. There has also been great support 
received from Executive Member Peter 
Cochrane, through his advice on chemicals, 
especially representing vegetable growers 
at sensitive security chemical meetings with 
governments.

Our AGM will be held on Friday 14 October 
2011 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Spencer 
Street, Melbourne. I appeal to all vegetable 
growers to register and attend this important 
meeting. I cannot stress enough that grower 
support is needed to guide the association 
through its next development phase. We 
have operated over many years with excellent 
part-time Executive Officers, but to ensure 
the future development of the Association it is 
now the right time to engage full-time staff. 
 I have previously stated that after seven 
years in the position of President, I will 
be standing down in October and a new 
President is required to be nominated. 
 Please consider how you can support your 
Association by putting your name forward for 
the position of President or Vice President or 
a member of the Executive Committee.
 Finally, thank you all for your loyal support 
over my past seven years as President. 
 I trust that with your membership support, 
VGA Vic will become a stronger voice for all 
vegetable growers in Victoria. 

May God bless us with good health and 
happiness.
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It has been a testing time for growing 
vegetables in Victoria, with a miserable and 
wet winter period followed by flooding in 
East Gippsland. Thankfully, early spring has 
improved the situation, with our paddocks 
returning to workable land, and we can only 
hope that it will remain for a longer period. A 
wet summer is not needed.

The market is still very quiet. The industry 
must take seriously this oversupply situation 
as the consumer spends less at retail outlets.

The State Government has now made the 
decision that the Wholesale Market will move 
to Epping in 2014. VGA Vic was disappointed 
that the State Minister for Major Projects 
made the announcement to the market 
community without any indication of the cost 
to our business to relocate. Our concerns 
have been lodged with the Minister’s Office, 
including outstanding issues that the market 
community advisory groups are not being 
consulted enough as a total group.
 The market community is spread across a 
wide range of market users from growers and 

Movement of fresh vegetables

Market relocation

Carbon tax

Annual golf day

Support for IDOs

Grower services

Support for the Executive

2011 AGMVictorian rainfall and flooding

Luis Gazzola

Vegetable Growers’ 
Association of Victoria Inc.
Executive Officer, Tony Imeson
Ph: 03 9687 4707 Fax: 03 9687 4723
M: 0414 458 561 E: contact@vgavic.org.au
Mail Box 111, Melbourne Markets
542 Footscray Road, West Melbourne, Vic, 3003
Website: www.VegetablesVictoria.com.au

DISCLAIMER: The purpose of Vegetables Victoria is 
to communicate to the Victorian vegetable industry a 
sample of the activities that are being carried out in 
the state in relation to the VGA Vic. and the National 
Vegetable Levy. The information provided should not be 
interpreted as advice or a recommendation of any kind. 
VGA Vic. and its officers disclaim all liability for any 
error, loss or other consequence which may arise from 
relying on any information in this publication. 

Vegetables Victoria is written and published 
for the Vegetable Growers’ Association of Victoria Inc 
(ABN 80 851 723 010).

Production managed by AUSVEG 
Ph: (03) 9822 0388
Website: www.ausveg.com.au

Greetings to vegetable 
growers and industry 
associates.

For Executive Officer’s Corner    See page 8



3.

With the winter sun shining from early morning, and little or no breeze 
to interfere with play, the conditions were set for a glorious day of golf 
on the challenging 18 hole, par 70 course. VGA volunteers worked hard 
on preparing for a successful tee-off, with VGA President Luis Gazzola 
arriving well-ahead of the field to greet arriving participants and VGA 
sponsors. 
 VGA life member Jack Walker was kept busy early by installing signs 
and sponsor banners and later could be seen zipping around the 
fairway in a golf buggy, making sure the 32 teams participating in the 
competition were okay and that all was running smoothly.

Newsletter
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VGA Golf day 
The fourth annual VGA golf day was held at the Lang Lang Golf 
Club on 5 August, with a record 128 players turning up to the 
South Gippsland course to participate in the much anticipated 
event, writes Slobodan Vujovic - IDO East.

The strong field of participants competed for a stake in the excellent 
prizes provided by VGA industry supporters, which were awarded to the 
winning team, as well as to players with the longest drive and nearest 
shot to the pin.
 After five hours of birdies, bunkers and ‘fores’, the players signed off 
on their score cards and headed to the club house for a well-earned 
lunch, served to all participants courtesy of the event’s major sponsors - 
Melbourne Market Authority and E.E Muir & Sons P/L.
 VGA President Luis Gazzola concluded the day by thanking all 
involved in the highly successful event, including players and sponsors, 
and awarded trophies to the winning team from Gendore Tractors.
 VGA volunteers were overwhelmed by the success of the raffle and 
auction for the benefit of the Waverley Auxiliary of the Royal Children’s 
Hospital. 
 The VGA would like to acknowledge the enormous generosity of our 
industry sponsors, who made this terrific event possible: Australian 
Crate Exchange, Melbourne Market Authority, E.E Muir & Sons, Bejo 
Seeds, Berwick Insurance, Gazzola Farms, Gendore Tractors, Glenmac 
Tractors, Polyfoam, QBE Insurance, Rabobank, SE Organic Fertilisers, 
Visy and WesFarmers Insurance.

South Australian growers visit Lara

The growers, who grow vegetables in soil in poly-houses, ranged 
in age from 21 to 50+ and were of Australian, Cambodian and 
Vietnamese origin. They were part of a larger group in SA that 
have spent the past two years working towards their Diploma in 
Horticulture.
 At Boomaroo Nurseries, the group was given an extensive tour, 
showing all stages of seedling production from filling seedling trays to 
despatch. The whole process is mechanical with little to no handling 
of the seedlings, apart from the occasional inspection. 
 The three growers visited during the tour had previously grown 

their vegetables in the soil under plastic, but had now changed to 
a low-tech version of hydroponics. Each grower used a different 
method with poly-houses in various stages of changeover; however, 
it was evident that improvements and modifications were being 
incorporated each time they set up a new poly-house.
 The growers visited were very forthcoming about why they had 
changed and freely gave advice and answered questions, as well 
as shared information about the costs and experience of changing 
systems.

A study tour to Melbourne by a group of 12 growers from the Virginia area of South Australia included a day 
visiting fellow growers in the Lara area.
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Young growers’ 
whirlwind WA tour cont...
delivering produce six days per week to customers in outer and inner 
metropolitan areas, as well as Perth Market City. 
 Around four tonnes of leaves are harvested each day. Mrs Dobra 
explained to the group that over the years, the company had 
experimented with every type of sprinkler head and irrigation system 
available, but had settled on a Nelson turf sprinkler head. 
 The Dobra’s had experimented with several types of sprinklers, but 
eventually went with an overhead static system with downward-pointing 
jets, which helped to minimise evaporation from high winds on the 
property.
 Mrs Dobra took the group through the packing operation from 

harvest to dispatch, explaining that through trial and error, they now 
opted to import much of the machinery used in their field and packing 
operations, including a truck and a carton-folding machine, from 
Europe. Mrs Dobra also described the phenonmenal growth of her 
business, which she said had continued to increase (as funds had 
allowed), doubling the production area annually until, upon running out 
of space on the existing block, they purchased a further 800 ha to allow 
for further expansion. 
 The tour group then headed to Bogdanich Farms, established in 
1926 by Ante Bogdanich, following his arrival in Australia. Andrew 
and Michael Bogdanich, who hosted the group, have now expanded 
the original 20-acre holding in Landsdale with an additional 170 acres 
in West Gingin, where they grow Iceberg and Cos lettuce, cauliflower, 
cabbage, broccoli and celery. They are now growing in excess of 
1,000,000 heads of lettuce, 200,000 cauliflowers and 50,000 cabbages 
annually.

Day two of the study tour saw the group take a two-hour flight to 
Carnarvon. The Carnarvon Horticulture District is situated on the fertile 
delta of the Gascoyne River. Despite the river flowing irregularly at best, 
with the town located in the centre of 500km of arid landscape, this 
horticulture district plays an important role in providing fresh fruit and 

Zucchini planted on plastic with 
drip tape

Bumbak’s Farm in Carnarvon

 One of the features of the Market is its impressive 
waste recycling centre. Agents pay for waste disposal 
by weight to have organic matter removed, while 
carton or hard waste is free. The organic waste is then 
sold on to a composting company.  

Carnarvon

vegetables to the Perth Market 1,000km away.
 Crops are grown on micro drip irrigation using water from below 
ground aquifers, which explains why the Carnarvon Horticulture District 
is considered the best managed irrigation district in Australia. The dry-
sub tropical climate makes Carnarvon suitable for growing a wide range 
of temperate, tropical and subtropical produce across the seasons.
 Around 1,000 ha of land here is under cultivation, producing a wide 
variety of fruit and vegetables. Major crops include bananas, table 
grapes, tomatoes, capsicums, cucurbits, avocados and mangoes. 
Vegetable production includes beans, butternut, chilli, cucumber, 
eggplant, sweet corn, zucchini, squash and some herbs. 
 Next, the group visited the agriculture department site, where Chris 
Shelfout explained some of the irrigation system trials they were 
undertaking.
 It was then on to visit Wayne Whitcroft, a grower of chillies, zucchinis, 
melons, stone fruit and mangoes. Mr Whitcroft took the group for a walk 
through his plantation, explaining that nearly all irrigation in Carnarvon 
was by drip tape under plastic. 
 Mr Whitcroft also explained that although most properties were only 
20 ha in size, with a few up to 100 ha, growers were still able to make a 
reasonable income due to a seasonal window of opportunity. 
 The group also toured the Sweeter Banana packing shed - a grower- 
owned cooperative. The Carnarvon banana industry is about 20 per cent 
of Australia’s production, but supplies 80 per cent of the WA market. 
Being such a small Australian player, the company has been innovative 
by necessity in its marketing of bananas, to ensure maximum return to 
growers.
 Undersized bananas are being marketed as “lunch-box” bananas, 
while marked or second-grade fruit is bagged as suitable for 
“smoothies”.
 This year has been devastating on several fronts for banana growers, 
as following the floods, the banana trees were then severely attacked 
by Spur throated locust, which stripped away many of the leaves that 
protect the fruit. 
 Another property visited on the tour included Bumbak’s Plantation, 
where the main crop alongside cucurbits was table grapes grown under 
net. Mark Bumbak explained that due to continuous planting of melons 

Jenny Mercer explaining Mercer’s repacking facility at the markets



5.

HIN project

THE JOURNAL OF THE VEGETABLE GROWERS’ ASSOCIATION OF VICTORIA (INC)

in the same ground bi-annually, they were now experiencing problems 
with soil-borne diseases. 
  Bumbak’s Plantation has recently been trialing a fumigation method 
using maize and brassica. Mr Bumbak also outlined some of the issues 
that had arisen as a result of the recent floods, as well as costs involved 
and types of netting used. 
 The tour finished at Carnarvon Growers Association, where 
participants were shown their carton-folding machines in operation. A 
sincere thanks to Malcolm Jones and Melissa Brady for organising the 
grower visits and assisting with other on-ground activities.

The Perth Market Authority (PMA) is a Western Australian Government 
agency and is responsible for the ownership and management of Market 
City. The asset, developed in 1989, is situated on 50 ha of land at 
Canning Vale, 16km south of the CBD. The group would like to thank 
Anne and Peter, who showed them so comprehensively around the 
market.
 Market hours are vastly different to those in Victoria, with buyers not 
having access to the floor until 5.30am. The market has a tenant base of 
23 primary wholesalers and over 30 secondary wholesalers, providers, 
distributors and food processing facilities, as well as on-site national and 
local transport and storage companies, site cleaning services, a forklift 
service and refuelling facilities. Pallet and crate hire companies are also 
on-hand.
 One of the features of the market is its impressive waste recycling 
centre. Agents pay for waste disposal by weight to have organic matter 
removed, while carton or hard waste is free. The organic waste is then 
sold on to a composting company. 
 The WA Crate Exchange is widely used by growers who hire the crates 
at $10/crate bond + hire fee. The bond is passed back at each step of 
the supply chain, with the end user collecting the final refund. Crates 
are then sanitised and prepared for re-use.
 Mercer’s repacking facility at the markets repackages small lines for 
retailers – these may be into bags, tray packs or cartons-and has the 
ability to run short lines of produce and change over product quickly. 
This is labour intensive with most packing done manually.

Perth Market

Accepting that unity and a sense of common interest will bring 
benefits to the vegetable production industry, it is timely to 
observe what has been happening in other industry sectors.
 Landline (on ABC, midday Sundays) set a program around 
the Northern Australian beef industry’s response to the ban on 
live exports, following the Four Corners program highlighting 
abattoir practices in Indonesia.
 This discussion focused on how an industry group could 
best respond to a negative or critical circumstance and ensure 
the stakeholders (beef producers) were aware, as quickly and 
accurately as possible, of all the factors involved.
 Of course, the underlying frame of reference for this is how 
the stakeholders interact with the regulators and the media, as 
any issue progresses.
 Could the beef producers have been more coordinated, 
informed and immediate in their response if they had all been 
on Twitter or Facebook?
 Transpose vegetable growers into this, and say, a negative 
situation regarding a contamination issue in a specific area for 
a crop widely grown in several states e.g. lettuce. 
 Through ‘social media’, all growers could be well-informed 
across the horticulture sector and be able to counter the 
exaggerations of the media - particularly as customers are 
concerned.
 Would lettuce growers want to respond as a commodity 
group? 
 Would coordinated, informed responses to events such as 
the E. coli outbreak in Europe earlier this year save regional/
specific crop situations from decimation by inappropriate 
regulatory or media responses?
 The vegetable industry is bedevilled by the isolation of the 
participants (as is all of agriculture) when it comes to getting 
everyone ‘on the same page’. Cooperation is challenging, 
but the benefits of a better sharing of technical information, 
marketing events, seasonal circumstances, and just the reward 
of communication with a like individual in the industry are all 
ahead of the smarter users of ‘social media’.

Rod Hall, Membership Services Co-
ordinator, asks if ‘social media’ can 
bring benefits to the vegetable 
sector? 

Members’ 
Services

Growers visiting Bogdanich Farms 
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VGA Industry Development Officers recently organised a workshop at Market City in 
Perth that addressed adapting irrigation methods to help combat climate change, 
writes Slobodan Vujovic - IDO East. 
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Adapting irrigation methods 
for climate change workshop

The workshop was held in conjunction with the Victorian Young 
Growers’ study tour to Western Australia, and was funded by the 
Australian Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, under its 
Australia’s Farming Future climate change initiative.
 Beginning in the coastal town of Carnarvon, 900 kilometres north of 
Perth, participants in the workshop were introduced to a stand-alone 
automatic system for irrigation and fertigation, designed for small to 
medium horticultural farms. Department of Agriculture and Food, 
WA (DAFWA) researcher Chris Shelfout demonstrated to the group 
how the system operated. Mr Shelfout stated that crop management 
was increasingly becoming an automated process, run by hi-tech 
computer-grade equipment that allowed for optimal amounts of 
fertilisation at the right time. He also outlined the importance of 
keeping records, to enable growers to compare different crop 
responses to fertiliser programs, and make adjustments if needed.
 DAFWA Irrigation Officer, Rohan Prince, then led the growers at 
the workshop through a step-by-step demonstration of the Vegetable 
Irrigation Scheduling System (VISS). Mr Prince, who’s been heavily 
involved in the research and development of VISS from the outset, 
helped devise this system to assist vegetable growers in scheduling 
irrigation for specific crops growing on the sandy soils of the Perth 
Coastal Plain. 
 He explained how crop water requirements could be calculated by 
VISS, based on the daily evaporation and growth stages, depending 
on various crop factors obtained from research projects and growers’ 
experience. The system uses real-time evaporation information from 
the live weather station network. Mr Prince concluded the session 
by stating that the scheduling system was highly beneficial for both 
growers and the environment alike.
 Travis Talbot, a tour participant from Clyde, said the system looked 
user friendly and that it could also be used as a planning tool, because 

of the information it contained on crop location, planting dates, growth 
stage, approximate harvest dates, required watering and watering 
stations. Phillip Cochrane, from Devon Meadows, said it would take 
“the guess [work] out of irrigation.”
 “[The] application is web-based and will be ideal for people like us 
and up and coming young growers,” he said. 
 “If I can activate my irrigation through my smart phone and just 
apply the right amount of water, it will make my job easy.” 
 The workshop was then handed over to Bob Paulin, also from 
DAFWA, who shared some knowledge on organic carbon. Mr Paulin 
has been working closely with the vegetable industry to develop 
improved production practices that focus on using compost, and 
changing aspects of management to increase soil organic carbon 
levels and achieve improved productivity. 
 Mr Paulin also outlined how improving soil organic carbon levels 
could deliver better environmental and social outcomes, by reducing 
growers’ reliance on fertilisers and pesticides and instead making 
better use of irrigation.
 Finally, DAFWA’s Aileen Reid challenged growers with her research 
on the future of farming and food security in this country. She said that 
food production would need to increase by as much as 70 per cent 
by 2050 in order to feed the world population. She also stated that 
with average temperatures predicted to rise, while valuable natural 
resources would likely diminish, growers faced some challenging times 
ahead. 
 The workshop provided valuable information to the participants, 
particularly the Young Growers, who were eager to take much of what 
was learnt in the sessions on board.
 “I love what I do; the message I want to take home is to look after 
our resources soil and water, [and] keep them healthy for sustainable 
production,” said Daniel Fragapane, from Werribee. 

Travis Talbot with Andrew and Michael Bogdanich The Bogdanich brothers with the group
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A manual handling project being 
conducted by the Victorian Farm Safety 
Centre, in conjunction with the Victorian 
vegetable industry, is on track to find 
solutions to the major causes of injuries 
associated with hazardous manual 
handling, writes Slobodan Vujovic - IDO 
East.

HIN project
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Finding 
solutions
to the major causes of 
injury in the vegetable 
industry workplace

The Victorian Farm Safety Centre has been visiting vegetable farms 
throughout Victoria recently to observe work practices associated with 
planting, picking and packing.
 The project aims to identify the leading causes of major manual 
handling hazards and then recommend the most practical, effective and 
low-cost solutions to reducing risk of injury. 
 Claims data currently indicates that a majority of incidents occur while 
packing vegetables, which of course can occur both in the packing shed 
and in the field.
 The Victorian Farm Safety Centre’s Andrew Sullivan has visited a 
number of growers in the Werribee, Clyde, Leongatha and Lindenow 
districts to get a better picture of industry standards. Mr Sullivan recently 
visited a number of growers working with specialist ergonomist Tony 
Payne, of David Caple and Associates, who is known for his practical and 
realistic approach to reducing manual handling injuries.
 Together, Mr Payne and Mr Sullivan observed workers involved in the 
harvesting, planting and packing stages of a range of vegetables. While 

they witnessed a number of effective procedures already in place to help 
reduce the risk of manual handling injuries - especially those associated 
with mechanisation - they also observed a number of practices that still 
needed to be addressed.
 Some of the manual handling hazards identified included: continual 
twisting; bending and reaching to pack vegetables into bulk bins and 
large crates; reaching, bending and lifting while stacking crates and 
boxes on to pallets, especially over shoulder height; reaching to place 
boxes on to conveyers or tables; and finally, standing or sitting at tables, 
or on benches or planters, with poor posture and for long periods of 
time.
 The manual handling project has devised some initial solutions 
to these kinds of risks that all vegetable farms should consider 
implementing. These include angling bulk bins towards workers to 
reduce reaching; elevating larger crates to reduce bending; and utilising 
crates with removable sides to again minimise the need for workers to 
reach and bend. 
 While the elevation of bins and crates might be as simple as double 
stacking bins, or stacking on pallets, the project has recognised that 
stacking above shoulder height, to maximise transport requirements, is 
a bit more complex. Although there may be some simple solutions, they 
will need to be thought through with the input of all in the supply chain.
 Mr Sullivan also recently visited the Melbourne Markets with VGA 
President Luis Gazzola to gain a better understanding of this supply 
chain and to talk to growers and agents about how produce is handled 
in the marketplace.
 They found that one of the major changes in the markets in recent 
times has been the reduction of box and bag weights, with Mr Sullivan 
commenting that he did not see anything bagged over 25kg, and that 
the majority of box sizes were less than 20kg. Although there was still 
a lot of manual handling, he said there was clearly a widespread use of 
palletising, forklifts and trolleys.
 In the coming weeks, Mr Sullivan and Mr Payne will be gathering 
more information from growers, consulting with transport companies 
and other supply chain parties and further developing solutions to 
manual handling hazards.
 Growers will be asked to provide valuable feedback on the 
documented solutions and in some cases will be asked to trial them. It 
is important that the solutions are practical and achievable in reducing 
injuries and claims, and providing feedback is therefore critical.
 For more information on the project, or if you wish to have an input, 
please contact your IDOs.
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Andrew Sullivan with specialist ergonomist Tony Payne
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The Annual General Meeting (AGM), to be 
held from 4pm on Friday 14 October 2011 
at the Crowne Plaza in Spencer Street, 
Melbourne, is an important event for all 
members and a chance for growers to 
exchange industry viewpoints and debate 
issues of concern. 
 There has been a decline in attendance 
of growers over the years and last year’s 
AGM was only attended by the Executive 
Committee members and invited guests. 
There is an opportunity for growers to meet 
with industry colleagues and take an interest 
in the on-going operation of the VGA.

 Luis Gazzola will have completed seven years as President this year 
and has stated he will not be standing again for President at the AGM.

Financial grower members are encouraged to nominate and make an 
important contribution to the future direction of VGA Vic. There has never 
been a better time to become involved in the decision-making of your 
Association.
 The vegetable industry is grappling with issues such as: access to 
chemicals, carbon, climate change, country of origin labelling, food 
safety, Melbourne market relocation, pest management, vegetable 
industry training programs and water policy-to name just a few of the 
many industry issues that your Executive discusses on a monthly basis.
 Notice of the meeting and nomination forms will be in the mail to all 
financial grower members.
Grower leaders who are prepared to say how the future of the vegetable 
industry in Victoria should be shaped are needed.
 Remember, VGA Vic is YOUR voice of the Victorian vegetable industry 
and needs your support.

Through industry funding received from the Victorian Government, 
Horticulture Australia Limited and the Federal Government, VGA Vic 
has been in a position to engage three part-time field officers to provide 
grower services and cover the State of Victoria. These officers have a 
wide range of industry experience and receive continued support and 
industry information from the Victorian DPI and the Vegetable Industry 
Development Program (VIDP) to communicate with vegetable growers in 
Victoria. Their role is also the distribution of publications such as In the 

Field, VIDP brochures, reports from vegetable levy-funded projects on 
numerous topics, as well as workshops and on-farm visits. 

Recent study tours to Western Australia, the USA and Italy have 
been reported on, with grower groups travelling to inspect and assess 
irrigation, lettuce harvesting and equipment. 

Should you feel that, as a vegetable grower, you have not received some 
of the services available please contact one of the listed officers: 

IDO West Helena Whitman: Mobile 0407 772 299. 
IDO East Slobodan Vujovic: Mobile 0422 583 784.
Grower Membership Services Rod Hall: Mobile 0403 215 935.

Our VGA Vic website promotes the critical and often undervalued role of 
vegetable growers in their daily struggle to reliably produce the healthy 
food we all enjoy at our dinner tables.
 The site regularly attracts over 3,000 visitors each month. Searchable 
content has expanded to almost 2,000 pages of interesting articles and 
over 300 R&D report summaries, as well as topical news and events. Go 
to www.vegetablesvictoria.com.au or www.vgavic.org.au 

Executive Officer’s corner

VGA Vic. proudly recognises our industry supporters:
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October 14
VGA Vic Annual General Meeting-Crowne Plaza Hotel, 
Spencer Street, Melbourne, on Friday 14 October 
2011. Registrations from 4.00pm.

November 5

Vegetable Growers’ Regional Dinner Dance at 
Villa Adriana, Frankston-Dandenong Road, South 
Dandenong on Saturday 5 November 2011 from 
7.00pm to late.

Activities for 2011 for your interest and participation

Future direction of VGA Victoria

Field officers working with growers

Growers studying abroad

Tony Imeson

Keep Smiling,

For more information please contact:
Tony Imeson, Executive Officer, VGA Victoria.
Ph: (03) 9687 4707, Fax: (03) 9687 4723, Email: contact@vgavic.org.au
Mobile: 0414 458 561.


